
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Meeting of the 

North Coast Unified Air Quality Management District  
Governing Board of Directors 

 
Thursday, May 18, 2023 at 10:00 a.m., 

NCUAQMD District Office 
707 L Street, Eureka, CA 95501 

 
 

AGENDA 
 

1.  10:00 A.M. Call to Order  Board Chair 

     
2.  Roll Call  Clerk  

     
3.  Changes or Deletions to Agenda  Board Chair 

 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
     
4.  Consider Approving the Consent Agenda, Items for 

action, 4.1 through 4.2:  The Board may approve the 
Consent Agenda by single motion in whole or in part with 
or without further discussion. 
Action Requested: Approve Consent Agenda Items 4.1 
through 4.2. 
 

 Board Chair 

4.1  By Consent, Approve Minutes of April 20, 2023 Board 
Meeting 

  

     
4.2 
 
 
  

 By Consent, Accept and File District Activity Report 
 
  

  

 
     

   
 
 
 
 

  
 

North Coast Unified  
Air Quality Management District 

707 L Street, Eureka, CA 95501 
(707) 443-3093 

www.ncuaqmd.org 
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REGULAR AGENDA 

 
 

5. 
 
 
6. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. 
 
 
 
8. 
 
 
 
 
 
 9. 
 
10. 
 
11. 

 Public Comment Period (pursuant to Government Code 
section 54954.3(a)) 
 
Revise Previous Increase For District X-Factor by 
Change in Consumer Price Index  
Action Requested: Approve Resolution 2023-3: Rescind 
Resolution 2023-1, and Increase District X-Factor By 
Annual Average Percentage Change In Consumer Price 
Index (CPI) from the Previous Year 
 
Public Hearing: Proposed FY 2023-24 District Budget 
Action Requested: Close Public Hearing and Adopt the 
Proposed FY 2023-24 District Budget by Roll-Call Vote 
  
Closed Session: Conference for Labor Negotiations  
a. Personnel Performance Evaluation, APCO - Pursuant 

to Gov’t. Code sec. 54957, and  
b. Labor Negotiations, Unrepresented Employee, APCO - 

Pursuant to Gov’t Code sec. 54957.6 
 
APCO Report 
 
Board Member Reports 
 
Adjournment 
 
 

 Board Chair 
 
 
 
APCO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APCO 
 
 
 
 
 
Board Chair 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
APCO 
 
Board Chair 
 
Board Chair 

     
     

The meeting rooms are ADA accessible. Accommodations and access to NCUAQMD meetings for 
people with special needs must be requested of the Clerk in advance of the meeting. 
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Agenda Item: 1 
Call to Order 
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Agenda Item: 2 
Roll Call 

 

4 of 67



 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item: 3 
Changes & Deletions  

to the Agenda 
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Agenda Item: 4 
Consent Agenda 

 

6 of 67



 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item: 4.1 
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Agenda Item: 4.2 
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NCUAQMD Air Quality Monitoring Report 

May 2023 
 
 
The following information summarizes ambient air quality data with respect to applicable State and 
Federal Ambient Air Quality Standards (AAQS) for the period of January 2023. 
 
 
Air Monitoring Data Summary  
 
PM10 AAQS: 
 

1) State PM10 24-hour AAQS - 
 No exceedances were recorded at the Eureka Jacobs station using a Federal Equivalent 

Method (FEM) monitor during this period.  
2) Federal PM10 24-hour AAQS - 

 No exceedances were recorded at the Eureka Jacobs station using a Federal Equivalent 
Method (FEM) monitor during this period. 

 
PM2.5 AAQS: 

 
1) State PM2.5 24-hour AAQS - 

 FRM data not yet received for January 2023. 
 No exceedances were recorded at either the Crescent City or Weaverville stations using non-

FEM monitors during this period.  
2) Federal PM2.5 24-hour AAQS - 

 FRM data not yet received for January 2023 
 No exceedances were recorded at either the Crescent City or Weaverville stations using non-

FEM monitors during this period.  
 

Gaseous Pollutant AAQS: 
 

a) Ozone (O3) - 
 There were no State or Federal AAQS exceedances recorded at the Eureka Jacobs station for 

this pollutant during the period. 
b) Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) - 

 There were no State or Federal AAQS exceedances recorded at the Eureka Jacobs station for 
this pollutant during the period. 

c) Carbon Monoxide (CO) - 
 There were no State or Federal AAQS exceedances recorded at the Eureka Jacobs station for 

this pollutant during the period. 
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PM10 Data and Trends: 
Eureka, Humboldt County 

 

 
 
 State PM10 24-Hour AAQS is 50 ug/m3; Federal PM10 24-Hour AAQS is 150 ug/m3.  
 State PM10 Annual Arithmetic Mean AAQS is 20 ug/m3; There is no separate Federal PM10 annual standard. 
 Humboldt County is classified as non-attainment for the State PM10 AAQS 

 

      
 

 State PM10 Annual Arithmetic Mean AAQS is 20 ug/m3; There is no separate Federal PM10 annual standard. 
 

      
 

 State PM10 Annual Arithmetic Mean AAQS is 20 ug/m3; There is no separate Federal PM10 annual standard. 
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PM2.5 Data and Trends: 
 

Eureka, Humboldt County 
 

     
 

 Federal PM2.5 24-Hour AAQS is 35 ug/m3; There is no separate State PM2.5 24-Hour standard 
 
 

     
 

 

     
 

 State PM2.5 Annual Arithmetic Mean AAQS is 12 ug/m3; There is no separate Federal PM2.5 annual standard 
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Crescent City, Del Norte County 
 

     
 

 Federal PM2.5 24-Hour AAQS is 35 ug/m3; There is no separate State PM2.5 24-Hour standard 
 This monitor is not used for attainment decisions 

 

     
 

     
 

 State PM2.5 Annual Arithmetic Mean AAQS is 12 ug/m3; There is no separate Federal PM2.5 annual standard. 
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Agenda Item: 5 
Public Comment Period 
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An adjustment in amount not greater than the change in the Consumer Price Index, as 
determined pursuant to Section 2212 of the Revenue and Taxation Code

“Percentage change in the cost of living” means the percentage change from April 1 of the 
prior year to April 1 of the current year in the California Consumer Price Index for all items, as 
determined by the California Department of Industrial Relations.” 
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Year Month Californiaa Los Angeles 
Long Beach 
Anaheimb 

San 
Francisco 
Oakland 

Haywardb 

San Diego 
Carlsbadb 

Riverside 
San 

Bernardino 
Ontariob 

U.S. City 
Averageb 

2022  January  7.5%  8.2% 8.6% 7.5% 
2022  February 7.4% 7.4% 5.2%   7.9% 
2022  March  8.5%  7.9% 10.0% 8.5% 
2022  April 7.7% 7.9% 5.0%   8.3% 
2022  May  8.0%  8.3% 9.4% 8.6% 
2022  June 8.3% 8.6% 6.8%   9.1% 
2022  July  7.7%  7.3% 9.2% 8.5% 
2022  August 7.5% 7.6% 5.7%   8.3% 
2022  September  7.8%  8.2% 8.4% 8.2% 
2022  October 7.3% 7.5% 6.0%   7.7% 
2022  November  6.0%  6.7% 7.5% 7.1% 
2022  December 5.6% 4.9% 4.9%     6.5% 
2022  Annual Average 7.3% 7.4% 5.6% 7.7% 8.7% 8.0% 
2023  January  5.8%  6.4% 7.3% 6.4% 
2023  February 5.4% 5.1% 5.3%   6.0% 
2023  March       
2023  April       
2023  May       
2023  June       
2023  July       
2023  August       
2023  September       
2023  October       
2023  November       
2023  December       
2023  Annual Average       

Date of last update: 4/12/2023 
 

a Weighted average of the consumer price indexes for Los Angeles-Long Beach-Anaheim, San Francisco-
Oakland-Hayward, San Diego-Carlsbad, and Riverside-San Bernardino-Ontario.  A conversion factor has been 
included for comparability of 2018 data with 2017 and prior years.  Computed by the Department of Industrial 
Relations, Office of the Director - Research Unit from indexes issued by the U.S. Department of Labor. 
b Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.  Beginning with the November 2017 data, 
indexes for San Diego-Carlsbad will be published bi-monthly on odd months only (January, March, May, etc.). 
The Riverside-San Bernardino-Ontario indexes are on a December 2017 = 100 base and will be published bi-
monthly on odd months only (January, March, May, etc.). 
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Agenda Item: 8 
Closed Session 
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North Coast Unified 
Air Quality Management District 

707 L Street, Eureka, CA  95501 
(707) 443-3093 

www.ncuaqmd.org 
 

 
 

TO: North Coast Unified Air Quality Management District Board 
 
FROM: Brian Wilson, APCO 
 
SUBJECT: APCO Report 
 
DATE: May 18, 2023 
 
ACTION REQUESTED:  Accept and File 
 
 
The following information is provided as a summary of items of interest to the Board and 
District.  Staff solicits and appreciates any feedback concerning these items or other 
items of interest from the Board. 

 
1. Status on District Pension & Other Post Employment Benefit (OPEB) Liability 

Trust Fund 
 
At the Governing Board meeting in April, the Board was provided a presentation on 
the District’s Pension & Other Post Employment Benefit (OPEB) Liabilities, and 
approved Pension and OPEB Liability Funding Policies.   The next step would be for 
the Board to choose a Section 115 Trust Fund Administrator (PARS, CalPERS, etc.) 
and choose an investment strategy for transferred funds.  District staff is working on 
bringing a representative from the Public Agency Retirement Services (PARS) to 
discuss trust fund administrator options and possible investment strategies to 
present at the next Governing Board meeting.  
 

2. New Statewide CAL FIRE Burn Permit System  
 
Beginning in May, Cal Fire launched a statewide online burn permit application to 
streamline the process of requesting a CAL FIRE burn permit (see attached press 
release).  The permits are for any projects located within the State Responsibility 
Area (SRA) and other jurisdictions where CAL FIRE has the authority to require 
them.  The burn permits available online include: a) residential (dooryard LE-6A) 
burning, b) general burning, and c) Broadcast burning. Once an application is 
submitted, a CAL FIRE representative has 10 days to respond review/issue the 
permit and a site visit may be required.  The District’s burn permit is valid year-
round, whereas the CAL FIRE permit is required during Fire Season or issued for 
short durations.   
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3. CARB Approves Advanced Clean Fleets Rule (Accelerating Heavy Duty ZEVs) 
 
The California Air Resources Board (CARB) just approved the Advanced Clean 
Fleets regulation to phase out the sales of medium and heavy-duty combustion 
trucks in California by 2036 (see attached press release) and approved first-in-the-
nation regulation to limit train pollution.  The new rule puts the state on a path toward 
the goal of fully transitioning the medium and heavy-duty trucks to zero-emissions 
technology by 2045, providing major fleet operators, including state, local and 
federal government fleets, with different options to begin transitioning next year. For 
example: drayage trucks (i.e. big rigs), local delivery and government fleets must 
transition by 2035, and garbage trucks must be zero-emission by 2039.  All other 
vehicles covered by the regulation must be zero-emission by 2042. 
 

4. American Lung Association (ALA) State of the Air Report 
 

Recently, the American Lung Association (ALA) issued its State of the Air 2023” 
report in which “report cards” are given for major areas throughout the US (see 
attached chart and local article). The report cards have been an annual event by the 
ALA for many years now. The report cards grade 726 counties in the US which 
operate ambient particulate and ozone monitors over a three-year period.  The 
grade is weighted and seeks to reflect the number of days the area exceeds AQI 
Moderate level for 24-hr PM2.5 averages and 8-hr Ozone levels.   
 
Typically, the only county in the North Coast Unified AQMD that is able to receive a 
grade (i.e., there is regulatory monitoring data available) is Humboldt County, which 
is usually a grade of “A” for both High Ozone Days and High Particle Pollution Days 
(see the 2016 ALA report).   
  
A key point to note in regards to the ALA grade/report is that the grade represents a 
much more conservative and restrictive methodology which uses AQI (Air Quality 
Index) for reporting daily air quality.  This is separate from the existing health-based 
state and federal ambient air quality standards (AAQS) and assessment basis for 
attainment designations. Because the ALA report bases its grades in part on the 
AQI, rather than the AAQS, it is possible to receive an “F” on the report, while still 
meeting all the AAQS requirements.  The ALA report includes data on days 
influenced by wildfire smoke, whereas these impacts are not included with regulatory 
data. 
 

5. Staff Training, Workshops, & Symposiums 
 
Here is a brief list of the main training staff has participated since the last Board 
Meeting: 

 
 CalPERS - Public Agency PEPRA Contribution Rates - Penny Costa & Erin 

Squire 
 GovInvest - 2023 OPEB & Pension Insider - Penny Costa 
 CARB - FP118: Methane Leak Detection Equipment: Part A & B - David 

Huffman 
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IIINNTTEERRAAGGEENNCCYY  NNEEWWSS  RREELLEEAASSEE   
 

 
 

CAL FIRE BURN PERMITS REQUIRED MAY 1, 2023
Effective May 1, 2023, the CAL FIRE Humboldt - Del Norte Unit requires both Standard and Non-
Standard Burn Permit holders in State Responsibility Areas, to also obtain a CAL FIRE Burn 
Permit.  A North Coast Unified Air Quality Management District (NCUAQMD) burn permit is still 
required year-round and contains the permittee’s designated burn zone.

The CAL FIRE Humboldt – Del Norte Unit wants to emphasize the importance of following all burning 
regulations and ensuring controlled burns do not escape and become wildfires. Recent precipitation 
has helped bring needed moisture, but light fuels can dry quickly when conditions are dry and windy.

CAL FIRE has transitioned to a new online process to obtain burn permits.
Burn permits are available online at:  www.burnpermit.fire.ca.gov
All applications for burn permits must be submitted online.
Anyone without internet access may contact their nearest CAL FIRE station for assitance.
Residential Burn permits

o No site visit is required.
o An Air Quality Standard permit is also required.
o Burning can only occur on Permissive Burn Days as determined by calling NCUAQMD.

General Project and Broadcast Burn permits
o May require a site visit.
o Allow ten days for application review and site visit as needed.
o An Air Quality Non-Standard permit is also required.
o Burning can only occur on Permissive Burn Days as determined by calling the NCUAQMD 

or by exemption.
CAL FIRE Stations

NCUAQMD burn permits are required year-round and can be obtained on-line at www.ncuqamd.org
or in person at 707 L Street, Eureka (M-F 9am to Noon and 1pm to 4pm). For more information 
contact the NCUAQMD by calling (707) 443-3093.

###

California  Department  of  Forestry  and  Fire  Protection   
Humboldt - Del Norte Unit  

And  
North  Coast  Unified  Air  Quality  Management  District    

CONTACT: CAL FIRE
Humboldt-Del Norte Unit
(707) 726-1285

RELEASE April 25, 2023
DATE:

  

Fortuna Headquarters (707) 725-4413
Garberville Station (707) 923-2645

Weott Station (707) 946-2215
Trinidad Station (707) 677-3638

Crescent City Station (707) 464-5526
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DATE
RELEASE NUMBER

Topics

Programs

April 28, 2023

23-13

CONTACTS

Dave Clegern

Office of Communications

dave.clegern@arb.ca.gov

(916) 717-9652

CATEGORIES

On-Road Heavy-Duty Vehicles

Advanced Clean Fleets, Advanced Clean Trucks

California approves groundbreaking regulation that
accelerates the deployment of heavy-duty ZEVs to
protect public health

Advanced Clean Fleets establishes world’s first mandate to end combustion truck
sales

SACRAMENTO – The California Air Resources Board (CARB) today approved a
first-of-its-kind rule that requires a phased-in transition toward zero-emission
medium-and-heavy duty vehicles.

Known as Advanced Clean Fleets, the new rule helps put California on a path
toward accomplishing Gov. Gavin Newsom’s goal of fully transitioning the trucks that
travel across the state to zero-emissions technology by 2045. The new rule is
expected to generate $26.6 billion in health savings from reduced asthma attacks,
emergency room visits and respiratory illnesses. Furthermore, fleet owners will save
an estimated $48 billion in their total operating costs from the transition through
2050.
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While trucks represent only 6% of the vehicles on California’s roads, they account
for over 35% of the state’s transportation generated nitrogen oxide emissions and a
quarter of the state’s on-road greenhouse gas emissions. California communities
that sit near trucking corridors and warehouse locations with heavy truck traffic have
some of the worst air in the nation. California is set to invest almost $3 billion
between 2021 – 2025 in zero-emission trucks and infrastructure. This investment is
a part of a $9 billion multi-year, multi-agency zero-emissions vehicle package to
equitably decarbonize the transportation sector that was agreed upon by the
Governor and the Legislature in 2021.

“We have the technology available to start working toward a zero-emission future
now,” said CARB Chair Liane Randolph. “The Advanced Clean Fleets rule is a
reasonable and innovative approach to clean up the vehicles on our roads and
ensure that Californians have the clean air that they want and deserve. At the same
time, this rule provides manufacturers, truck owners and fueling providers the
assurance that there will be a market and the demand for zero-emissions vehicles,
while providing a flexible path to making the transition toward clean air.”

“California continues to lead by example with first-of-its-kind standards to slash air
pollution and toxics from heavy-duty trucks,” said Yana Garcia, California’s
Secretary for Environmental Protection. “Where you live, work, or go to school
should not determine the quality of the air you breathe. The Advanced Clean Fleets
rule brings California one step closer to addressing historic inequities that have
placed some communities at the epicenter of environmental pollution and the
resulting health consequences, while accelerating our transition to a zero-emission
future.”

Under the new rule, fleet owners operating vehicles for private services such as last-
mile delivery and federal fleets such as the Postal Service, along with state and local
government fleets, will begin their transition toward zero-emission vehicles starting
in 2024. The rule includes the ability to continue operating existing vehicles through
their useful life. Due to the impact that truck traffic has on residents living near
heavily trafficked corridors, drayage trucks will need to be zero-emissions by 2035. 
All other fleet owners will have the option to transition a percentage of their vehicles
to meet expected zero-emission milestones, which gives owners the flexibility to
continue operating combustion -powered vehicles as needed during the move
toward cleaner technology. The flexibility is intended to take into consideration the
available technology and the need to target the highest-polluting vehicles. For
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example, last mile delivery and yard trucks must transition by 2035, work trucks and
day cab tractors must be zero-emission by 2039, and sleeper cab tractors and
specialty vehicles must be zero-emission by 2042.

The rule also allows fleet owners to receive exemptions based on available
technology to make sure fleet owners continue to replace their older polluting trucks
with ones that have the cleanest engines in the nation. There are already about 150
existing medium- and heavy-duty zero-emission trucks that are commercially
available in the U.S. today.

The Advanced Clean Fleets rule includes an end to combustion truck sales in 2036,
a first-in-the-world requirement that factors in public commitments to transition to
zero-emission technology by truck manufacturers, potential cost savings for fleets,
and accelerated benefits for California communities. The rule also provides fleet
owners flexibility and provides regulatory certainty to the heavy-duty market.
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An analysis of the sales and purchase requirements estimates that about 1.7 million
zero-emission trucks will hit California roads by 2050. To support the needed
infrastructure and services to make this transition, agencies across government
have committed to the Zero-Emission Infrastructure Joint Agency Statement of
Intent. For more than a decade, California has been making investments in
infrastructure and to support the development and adoption of zero-emissions
vehicles. The Joint Statement of Intent lays out the basic tools for direct
communication and collaboration between CARB, the California Energy
Commission, the California State Transportation Agency, California Transportation
Commission, California Department of Transportation, the Department of General
Services and the Governor’s Office of Economic and Business Development. These
agencies will plan, develop, deploy and help to fund the extensive network of
electric charging and hydrogen stations required to help get California to zero-
emissions by 2045.

As part of the vote, board members directed staff to coordinate with relevant state
agencies on how non-fossil biomethane from sources related to the
state’s wastewater and food waste diversion requirements under SB1383 can be
used in hard-to-decarbonize sectors as part of the transition, and to report to the
Board, by the end of 2025, any actions needed to accomplish the transition.

Advanced Clean Fleets follows the 2020 adoption of the Advanced Clean Trucks
rule, which put in place a requirement for manufacturers to increase the sale of zero-
emission trucks and its waiver was recently granted by the Biden Administration’s
Environmental Protection Agency.  

California’s ambitious efforts to provide cleaner air are especially important for those
living in areas with heavy truck traffic, who often are low-income residents or
communities of color that bear a disproportionate burden from the impacts of
pollution and climate change. Fleet owners will also see benefits from the new
regulations, including lower operating and maintenance expenses that can offset the
initial purchase costs. Today, in some instances, the total cost of ownership for zero-
emissions trucks may be comparable to those of fuel-powered options, without
factoring in available state and federal financial incentives.
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Source URL: https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/news/california-approves-groundbreaking-
regulation-accelerates-deployment-heavy-duty-zevs-protect

Financial Assistance

More information

CARB's mission is to promote and protect public health, welfare, and ecological
resources through effective reduction of air pollutants while recognizing and
considering effects on the economy. CARB is the lead agency for climate change
programs and oversees all air pollution control efforts in California to attain and
maintain health-based air quality standards.
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